130                     THE POLITICAL STATE

newly discovered world, instead of destroying the inhabit-
ants by thousands, had either had the urbanity or the
policy to have conciliated them by kind treatment, and to
have united them, gradually, to their own people, such an
accession might have been made to the power of the king
of Spain, as would have made him far the greatest monarch
that ever yet ruled in the globe; but the opportunity was
lost by foolishpess and cruelty, and now can never be re-
covered.

When the parliament had finally prevailed over our
king, aud the army over the parliament, the interests of
the two commonwealths of England and Holland soon ap-
peared to be opposite, and a new government declared
war against the Dutch. In this contest was exerted the
utmost power of the two nations, and the Dutch were
finally defeated, yet not with such evidence of superiority,
as left us much reason to boast our victory: they were
obliged, however, to solicit peace, which was granted them
on easy conditions; and Cromwell, who was now possessed
of the supreme power, was left at leisure to pursue other
designs.

The European powers had not yet ceased to look with
envy on the Spanish acquisitions in America, and, there-
fore, Cromwell thought, that if he. gained any part of these
.celebrated regions, he should exalt his own reputation, and
enrich the country. He, therefore, quarrelled with the
Spaniards upon some tfuch subject of contention, as he that
is resolved upon hostility may always find; and sent Penn
Venables into the western seas. They first landed in
a, whence they were driven off, with no great re-
putation to themselves; and that they might not return
without having done something, they afterwards invaded
Jamaica, where they fpund less resistance, and obtained
that island, which was afterwards consigned to us, being
probably of little value to the Spaniards, and continues, to
this day, a place of great wealth and dreadful wickedness,
a den of tyrants and a dungeon of slaves.

Cromwell, who, perhaps, had not leisure to study foreign